THE TEN YEAR PLAN: COMMENTS
a room in Moscow; eviction, therefore, meant the loss of the
Moscow passport and very great hardship.
One point which was emphasized was that even in the
case of evictions involving hardship, no active signs of
sympathy are shown by the neighbours. The decree was
issued without any warning,, without any public discussion.
But any protest meeting, either against the decree or against
individual cases of hardship, was unthinkable.
Such are the steps which the government has taken to
regulate the population of Moscow, It is a task of the
utmost difficulty; the experience of the whole modern world
shows how great is the attractive power of capital cities, and
the prestige of Moscow in the Soviet Union is immense; it
is said that there are three classes of people in Russia, those
living in Moscow, those on the way there and those hoping
to go there later on. Again, the natural increase of the
population of the Soviet Union is about 20 per 1,000;
we did not succeed in getting any figures in Moscow,
but it is said to be much less than in the Union as a
whole. If there is any substantial natural increase, it will,
of course, greatly add to the difficulty of stabilizing the
population.
We were informed that according to the official estimates
the city population had not increased since 1932; if this is
correct it is most remarkable evidence of the power of the
government-
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Having settled the maximum population at five million^
the next problem was to decide in what area it should be
housed.
There was much discussion on this matter between the
years 1931-5, and many people were consulted, including
the distinguished French and German architects Corbusier
and May. Corbusier suggested leaving old Moscow as a
museum city and building a new city of great towers on
a new site. This was, not unnaturally^ rejected as impracti-
cable. May proposed a series of satellite towns on the general
lines which are so popular with town planners in England;
tKis also was rejected*
It was decided to rebuild and extend the city on the
existing site, the area to be enlarged just enough to provide
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